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Remarks by Deputy Permanent Representative  

Ambassador Andrés Rugeles 

                Permanent Mission of Colombia to the UN 

 

Turnover of the Chairmanship of the Like-Minded Group of Countries 

Supporters of Middle-Income Countries – MICs  
 

Friday, 20th November 2020 

9:00 – 10:30 AM  

3 MINUTES 

 
Mr. Chair, Excellencies, dear colleagues, 
 

• Allow me to thank you Ambassador Manalo, for convening this 
meeting today. 
 

• I would also like to recognize you and your team at the Permanent 
Mission of Philippines in New York, for an active role, leadership 
and important achievements as Chair of the Group during this 
year.  
 

• My appreciation as well to Guatemala for accepting and assuming 
today the Chairmanship of the Group and for presenting their 
priorities. 
 

• Furthermore, my special sympathies to Lebanon and Peru for 
becoming new members of the Group. 
 

• I would like to convey a message of solidarity and unity from our 
Government in these challenging times, as we are all struggling 
with the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic.  

 

• As Minister of Foreign Affairs of Colombia, Mrs. Claudia Blum 
affirmed during the 5th Ministerial Meeting of the Group last month, 
the pandemic has given us an opportunity to recover forward better 
and to reinforce our collaborative work and strong commitment to 
accomplish the 2030 Agenda in this Decade of Action and Delivery 
for Sustainable Development. 
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• In that sense, we highlight the unconditional support of Colombia 
to this Like-Minded Group with the purpose of enhancing its 
potential as a strategic actor in the international scenario, and to 
promote the interest and needs of Middle-Income Countries within 
the United Nations Development System.  

 
Mr. Chair, dear colleagues, 
 

• It is only through multilateralism, international cooperation, and 
solidarity that we will be able to mitigate the multidimensional 
consequences of this pandemic. 
 

• With that in mind, we must continue working together based on 
these principles to strengthen multilateralism and global 
institutions. 
 

• As we look forward to Guatemala´s new Chairmanship, Lebanon 
and Peru´s participation as new members to the Group, be 
reassured that you can always count on Colombia´s commitment 
and readiness to cooperate on the upcoming activities and 
important tasks that we all together have to accomplish next year.   

 
Thank you. 
 
 
 

 


